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Shared-Parenting Movement Gaining Momentum in

2015
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Joseph E. Cordell

Cordell and Cordell Principal Partner and founder of DadsDivorce.com and
MensDivorce.com.
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Through the first half of 2015, there has been a strong push across the country to

implement more balanced child custody laws that would lead to more equal

parenting time following divorce.

Nearly 20 states are currently considering measures that would alter laws that

govern which parent receives legal custody of a child following divorce or

separation, and change is desperately needed.

For years, fathers have fought an uphill battle when it comes to gaining 50/50
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custody of their children. In 1990, | co-founded my law firm, Cordell & Cordell, after

noticing how many outdated gender stereotypes were prevalent in the family court

system.

The fathers’ rights movement has made up a lot of ground, but there is still a custody
bias that overwhelmingly favors mothers. According to Census data, around 83

percent of custodial parents are mothers.

Just a couple years ago, a startling report in Nebraska found that custody cases

between 2002 and 2012 resulted in 72 percent of fathers only seeing their children

only 5.5 days per month.

Unfortunately, this trend is the norm across the nation. Last year, the National
Parents Organization released a Shared Parenting Report Card, which was the first
national study to provide a comprehensive ranking of each state on their custody
statutes. Sadly, by and large, states scored extremely poorly on the report. Twenty-

five states received a D or worse, and not one state earned an A.

That is disconcerting because of the overwhelming amount of research that shows
the best way to mitigate the negative effects divorce can have on children is by
granting equal parenting time to mothers and fathers. Just two months ago,

researchers revealed children that spend time living with both separated parents are

less stressed than those that live with just one.

Hopefully, the momentum shared parenting has garnered so far in 2015 continues

gaining traction.

Here are several of the more notable bills that have either passed or are under

consideration:

e |n Utah, House Bill 35 went into effect in May and increases the amount of weekly
parenting time noncustodial parents receive and increases the parent-time schedule
from 80 overnights to 145 per year.

e Maine is considering two bills that would require judges to consider the value of

having both parents involved in their children’s lives following divorce.

e A bill proposed in Nebraska would maximize the time each parent gets with their

children if they are unable to agree on a parenting plan.

e The Colorado senate introduced a 50/50 parenting bill that would recognize

parental rights as fundamental rights.

e Another 50/50 custody bill is progressing through the Texas legislature that would

establish a 50/50 custody schedule as the presumed order.

This issue of determining custody is not about pitting divorced parents against
one another - it is about doing what is best for children after the often harrowing

experience of seeing their parents’ marriage come to an end.

Research has shown time and time again that keeping both mothers and fathers
involved in their children’s lives as much as possible is the most effective way to

reduce the negative impact of divorce, so it is encouraging to see states across the
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